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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN ALARM AT DEVELOPMENTS IN ERITREA 

REF: CAIRO 1 1248 

SUMMARY: IF EGYPTIAN PRESS CAN BE BELIEVED, WELL- 
KNOWN GOE FEARS THAT ESCALATION DF FIGHTING IN ERITREA 
WILL INEVITABLY INVOLVE ETHIOPIAN-CUB AN-SOVIET 
ENCROACHMENTS INTO SUDAN MAY BE COMING TRUE SOONER THAN 
EXPECTED. EGYPTIANS AT ANY RATE PREPARING FOR 
WORST: GAMASY HAS TOLD WAR COLLEGE GROUPS THAT IF 
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SUDAN THREATENED "WE HAVE PLANS TO MOVE MILITARILY 
INTO SUDAN." END SUMMARY. 

1 . GUMHURIYYA'S MAIN STORY APRIL 24 CAPPED BY OMINOUS 
HEADLINE: "ETHIOPIAN TROOP CONCENTRATIONS INCLUDING 
SOVIETS AND CUBANS ALONG SUDANESE BORDER". GUMHURIYY A 
CITES SUNA REPORT THAT CONCENTRATIONS. WHICH ALSO 
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INCLUDE PDRY FORCES HAVE VIOLATED SUDANESE FRONTIER 
ON GROUND AND PENETRATED SUDANESE AIR SPACE ON PRETEXT 
OF 'HOT PURSUIT" OF ERITREAN REBELS. SUDANESE NA- 
TIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL REPORTEDLY HOLDING EMERGENCY 
MEETING TO DETERMINE RESPONSE. GUMHURI Y Y A NOTES PMAC 
CHAIRMAN MENGISTU CURRENTLY IN HAVANA FOR DISCUSSIONS 
WITH CASTRO AND CONCLUDES THAT ETHIOPIANS ARE PREPARING TO 
LAUNCH DECISIVE MILITARY ATTACK AGAINST ERITREANS. 

2. COMMENT: AS MFA AFRICA DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR SIDQI 
TOLD EMBOFFS APRIL 20 (REFTEL), EGYPTIANS FEARFUL THAT 
ETHIOPIAN OFFENSIVE NORTH FROM HUMERA WILL INEVITABLY 
RESULT IN LARGE SCALE HOT-PURSUIT ACTIONS ACROSS 
FRONTIERS. IN GOE VIEW, VIOLATIONS OF SUDANESE SOV- 
EREIGNTY CERTAIN TO DRAG SUDAN INTO CONFRONTATION WITH 
ETHIOPIA. AS FIGHTING INTENSIFIES IN ERITREA, EGYPTIAN 
JITTERS OF POSSIBILITY OF CUBAN TROOPS FIGHTING INSIDE 
SUDAN CERTAIN TO INTENSIFY. DEPT WILL RECALL THAT AS 
RECENTLY AS LAST WEEK SADAT AND GAMASY TOLD NATIONAL 
WAR COLLEGE GROUPS THAT GOE COULD "NOT TOLERATE ANY 
(SOVIET/CUBAN) ACTION AGAINST THE SUDAN" (SADAT) AND 
IF SUDAN THREATENED "WE HAVE PLANS TO MOVE INTO SUDAN 
(GAMASY). F.TT.TS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIR01 1484 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 87-0270, D7801 75-061 4 

Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780425/aaaaavac.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e9d7c9a8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CAIRO 1 1 248 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2874098 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EGYPTIAN ALARM AT DEVELOPMENTS IN ERITREA 
TAGS: PEPR, MPOL, EG, ET, CU, SU, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e9d7c9a8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



